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up is almost invariably in the shape of silver or gold coins. This is a great drain upon the currency. In the Presidency towns there are shops kept where things are exposed for sale, as in Europe; but that is not according to the ways of the country people.
The metal employed in Indian jewellery is, as a rule, good of its kind. There is no pinchbeck or plated-ware. The outer covering of gold or silver may be very thin, and the inside mere lead; but what is seen is pure of its kind. The gems worn by the lower orders are often false, but the setting is almost invariably of pure gold or silver.
Men have the ear, both the different parts of the outer rim and the lobe, pierced for various kinds of ornaments. They also have the nose pierced for a small jewel. It may be done in either one of the nostrils, or in the division between the two. They often wear gold or silver beads round the neck which are sometimes used as a rosary. It is very common to wear a silver or gold belt round the waist. This is often made in circular or square plates, joined together; each plate being either plain or ornamented with embossed or raised work. Even an ordinary coolie, or labourer, may be seen wearing one of these silver belts. Men also wear bracelets on the upper arm and on the wrist; the latter sometimes beautifully ornamented. They wear more rings on the fingers than the females do, and sometimes the gems in these rings are very valuable. Probably the most valuable part of a man's ornaments are the gems in his ear-rings, and finger rings. A man may have very little on in the shape of clothing, whilst the lobes of his ears are ornamented with diamonds of great value. Sometimes, too, a man has a ring on his big toe. There is an idea that it is beneficial to health, for a toe ring is said to benefit impaired energies.
There is a peculiar  custom prevalent  amongst the